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PREFACE 


This book is compiled in the belief that the information contained herein, 
will extol the fine accomplishments as well as the many virtues of the Negro 
women of the State of Indiana. It points to the interest shown by the subjects 
in the cultural, moral, civic, religious and educational knowledge that has 
lent and spent itself in the shaping and making of Indiana as one of the 
greatest States in the Union. 


Not all of those honored, are native daughters of the Hoosier State. Some 
have brought from other areas, the wealth of their minds, their personal 
influence and their ardent desires to serve. These they have loaned in no 
small degree to the establishment and maintenance of high Christian Stand- 
ards. 


This book is written with the purpose in mind to inspire the youth of to-day 
to more noble heights, and ‘To Lift as They Climb.” 


The idea of presenting this publication was presented at the annual ‘'Home- 
Coming” of the State Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs Saturday, Sep- 
tember 25, 1955 in Indianapolis, Indiana by’ Mrs. Celeatha B. Johnson, then 
serving as President. A Committee was appointed which labored arduously 
to compile the material included herein. The Committee gratefully acknowl- 
edges the contributions so cheerfully given by the many friends and co- 
workers of the Federation, the work could not have been possible without 
your willing assistance which is sincerely appreciated. 


Mrs. Celeatha B. Johnson, President 
Mrs. Mabel B. Stewart, Chairman 
Mrs. Evelyn Davis, Co-chairman 
Mrs. Girlie B. Belcher 

Mrs. Beatrice Borders 

Mrs. Nancy De Armond 

Mrs. Madeline Metcalf 

Mrs. Georgia Horton 

Mrs. Mary Leggett 

Mrs. Edith Shauntee 


Mrs. Alberta Stevenson 
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GOVERNOR 


November 1, 1955 


Mrs. Celeatha B. Johnson, President 

Indiana Federation of Colored Women's Clubs 
2332 Washington Street 

Gary, Indiana 


Dear Mrs. Johnson: 


I want to commend the Indiana Federation of 
Colored Women's Clubs on their enterprise in 
publishing a book on the many fine accomplishments 
of colored women in Indiana, 


I am sure such a publication will be of inestimable 
value not only to your people but to all the 
people of Indiana, 


With every good wish for the success of this 
project, I am. 


Sincerely yours 


MISS JOSEPHINE ALEXANDER 
Bloomington, Indiana 


Miss Alexander received her A.B. and 
M.A. degrees from Indiana University, 
where she was a member of Tau 
chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha So- 
tority. She has worked in the school 
system in Indiana for a number of 
years, serving at Tell City and Gary, 
Indiana. Presently, she is teaching in 
Kokomo, Indiana, where she is active 
in church and civie organizations. She 
has been a leader of the Girl Scouts, 
and active in Y.W.C.A. work in 
Kokomo. In April, 1956, she was re- 
elected Chaplin of the Southern District 
of Indiana Federation of Colored 
Women's Clubs. She makes her home 
in Bloomington, Indiana, at 1222 North 
Madison Street, and is an active 
member of the Happy Hour Club. 


MRS. IVORETTA E. BROWN 
Gary, Indiana 


Resides at 2461 Buchanan St. Born 
in Akron Ohio, received her education 
at Charleston School of Music and 
American Conservatory, member and 
organist of First Baptist Church and 
serving for 37 years. Member of Nat- 
ional Council of choirs, American 
Guild Organist, National Association 
of Negro Musicians, past president 
Indiana State Association of Negro 
Musicians, Organizer and served 4 
years as president of Gary Music 
Study Club, president of the Exclusive 


Platinum Club and memker of several 


other civic clubs. 


MRS. LOIS NEALE PENN 


Gary, Indiana 


Born in Little Rock Arkansas, received 
her high schooling in Little Rock Ark., 
her B.A. Degree at Dillard University, 
New Orleans Louisiana. Taught music 
in Louisiana, Mississippi and Florida. 
She directed senior choir at Pleasant 
Green Kansas and Kansas City, Kans. 
Where her husband pastored, now 
she directs the Ladies chorus and the 
Gospel chorus at the First Baptist 
Church in Gary. She also finds time 
to teach in Gary’s public school. 


MRS. ELIZABETH WILSON 
East Chicago, Indiana 
A music teacher of East Chicago, 
Indiana is a member of the American 
Red Cross, the Board of Visiting Nurses, 
past president of the Women’s Im- 


provement Club, past president of the' 


A.A.R. Club, the Music Teachers Nat- 
ional Association of Indiana, Music 
Teachers Association of East Chicago 
and a member of the Church of the 
Good Shepherd. Mrs. Wilson served 
as a nurses aid at St. Catherines 
Hospital for two years. 


MISS MARY JANE TAYLOR 
Bloomington, Indiana 


Born in Greencastle, Indiana, where 
she grew up and was educated. She 
is active in church and civic affairs 
and pursued a musical career. For 
a number of years, Miss Taylor travel- 
ed through the United States as pianist 
for a Gospel party. In 1946, she 
attended Molor Barber School in New 
York City, graduated, and returned to 
Bloomington to work in one of the 
most modern and up to date barber 
shops. She is the first, and only, woman 
to obtain State License in Blooming- 
ton. Presently, Miss Taylor is chair- 
man of the scholarship committee of 
the Happy Hour Club, which is twenty- 
one years old. 


ELIZABETH FLETCHER ALLEN 
South Bend, Indiana 


Gtaduate Boston University Law School 
A practicing lawyer, St. Joseph County, 
Indiana. Was the first woman to sit 
,on the Bench as Judge in Northern 
‘Indiana (as Judge Pro Tem) per ap- 
pointment of Honorable George Farage. 
The mother of three children: J. Chester, 
graduate of Dartmouth College and 
now in low school; Sarah Fletcher, 
sophomore Wellesley College and Irv- 
ing, student at Central High School. 
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MRS. MARY J. CAMPBELL 
HATFIELD 


Born in Mound City, Ill., Oct. 28, 1881. 
Graduated from Lovejoy High School, 
1897, attended Southern Illinois Normal 
University and taught in public schools 
of Ill. for 25 years. Active in politics, 
having served as precinct Committee- 
man and secretary of the Central 
Committee. Member of O.E.S., Worthy 
Counselor of Court of Calanthe No. 
41, Past State President of Elks, Chief 
Grand Ruler of Household of Ruth, 
past officer in Indiana F. C. W. C. 
having served as auditor, statistician, 
corr. secty., chairman executive board 
and now Regional Supervisor of N. 
A.C.G. 


MRS. ODEVA HAYNES 
South Bend, Indiana 


A funeral director of The Haynes 
Funeral Home is the third Negro Wo- 
man in the State to graduate from the 
School of Embalming, Indiana College 
of Mortuary Science, and is operating 
a successful business in South Bend. 
Aside from her business she served 
as President of the Our Day Together 
Club, a member of the Board of Direct- 
ors of the Childrens Division of the 
Council of Churches, of St. Joseph Co. 
A life member of Woman's Convention, 
Auxiliary National Baptist Convention 
U.S.A. Inc. and has rec’d Citation for 
outstanding Volunteer Service, for the 
Hering House Community Center and 
Red Cross. Also a member of the 
Board of Trustee of the Federated 
Club Home Indianapolis. 


MRS. MARY A. JOHNSON 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


An outstanding woman of Indiana is 
an ex-school teacher an active and 
diligent worker in civic, welfare, relig- 
ious and educational activities of 
Indianapolis. Having served as Dean 
of Women at Crispus Attucks High 
School. President of the Women's 
Improvement Club, Secretary Board 
of Directors of Flanner House, there 
are many other accomplishments and 
honors she has received both local 
and national. She is a member otf 
Second Christian Church. 


MRS. SARAH ELIZABETH 
FREEMAN GUESS 


Bloomington, Indiana 


Born, September 15, 1870, in Bloom- 
ington, Indiana. At the age of six 
years, her parents moved to Greens- 
burg, Indiana, where they lived until 
Sarah was twenty years old. She 
then returned to Bloomington and lived 
with an aunt until united in marriage 
to Mr. Guess. No children were born 
this union, kut Mrs. Guess has mother- 
ed a great number of girls; she has 
paid for music lessons for girls whose 
parents could not afford to do so, and 
has been instrumental in furthering 
the education of many young people. 
Mrs. Guess has been a mighty figure 
in the progress of Christianity in Bloom- 
ington, the results of which are far 
reaching. She solicited funds, in 1948, 
and presented her church with a 
beautiful electric organ. Her name is 
one that will always be remembered 
in Bloomington and Indiana. 


MARY F. JOHNSON 


East Chicago, Indiana 


Born in East Chicago, Ind. In 1949 
she was graduated from Washington 
High School and was a member of the 
National Honor Society and recipient 
of the Woman's Improvement Club 
scholarship. She graduated from Cortez 
Peters’ Business College in 1951. In 
November 1950, she was employed by 
Local Union 1010 as secretary and 
still holds the position as being the 
only Negro secretary of the union. 
She is a member of Metropolitan C. 
M. E. Church of East Chicago, Corr. 
secty., for the Twin City Recreation 
Center and the James W. Gainer Guild, 
and a member of the Ars Et Litera 
Club which is composed of young 
women. 


MRS. LOUISE G. RAMSEY 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Indianapolis Ind. and attended 
Shortridge High School in that City, 
she majored in music and _ business 
at Washburn Collage in Topeka Kan. 
She was employed by Standard Life 
Insurance Co. in Louisville, Ky., until 
coming to the Victory Life Insurance 
Co. of Chicago as official cashier. In 
1941 she founded Certin Hair Products, 
which expanded into the ladies wear- 
ing apparel of which has enjoyed a 
phenomenal business at 1800-04 Broad- 
way Gary, Ind. In 1950 she constructed 
a modern fire proof building on Broad- 
way in Gary which was leased to the 
U.S. Goverment known as 17th Ave., 
Post Office. In 1955 she erected a 
home located at 2055 Chase St. where 
she and her husband now reside. 


PAULINE E. RICE 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


Resides at 2521 North Oxford Street. 
Member of the Grace Apostolic Church, 
Columnist for Hoosier Herald, N.A.A. 
C.P., Four Leaf Clover Club, Y.W.C.A., 
and the J. Wagners Writers Club. 


MRS. MILDRED BROWN 
DUNGY 
Gary, Indiana 


Resides at 2545 Grant St. Graduated 
from music, Home Economics and 
Teachers Training at the same time. 
She has the distinction of being the 
first graduate to receive three diplomas 
at one time from Lane College, Jackson, 
Tenn. In 1954 she received her B.S. in 
Education from Northwestern University 
the same year that her third son 
received his high school diploma. She 
is employed as primary teacher at 
Norton Park for Crippled Children, she 
was pianist for six years for the 
American Woodman, a member of the 
First Baptist Church, a member of the 
Matrons Welcoming Club, is the pianis! 
for the male choruses of same church, 
also pianist for Israel C.M.E. Church, 
and a charter member of the National 
Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa. 


MRS. ROBBIE HINTON 
East Chicago, Indiana 
A Mortician was elected to the City 
Council and became the first woman 
council member in the City’s history. 


MRS. CARRIE A. HOCKADAY 
Gary, Indiana 
A resident of Gary since 1918, a former 
public school teacher. She joined the 
First Baptist Church, been active for 
many years in senior choir, missionary, 
and Sunday School. She is past pres- 
ident of the Alpha Art Club and was 
instrumental in federating it with the 
the State Federation of Colored Wo- 
men’s Clubs of Indiana. Mrs. Hockaday 
is also affiliated with many organiza- 
tions: past president of the Modern 
Priscilla Club, president of the Emeritus 
of the Reviewers Guild, past president 
Solit Club, Juvenile Officer of Gary, 
senior past M.W. Grand Matron of 
Eastern Star of Indiana P.H.A., past 
International Grand Lecturer of Eastern 
Star, member National Council of Negro 
Women, past International Supt. of Sun- 
day Schools (community den.), P.W.C. 
of Court of Calanthe, chairman of Social 
Service of State Federation of Colored 
Women, and honorary member of the 
National Federation of Colored Women. 


MRS. MATTIE H. ALLEN 
Gary, Indiana 


Shares with her huskand a gasoline 
business in Gary, Ind. Received her 
education in Alabama and _ taughi 
school in Alabama for a while, also 
taught evening classes in the Gary 
schools. A member of the First Baptist 
Church, she sings in the senior choir 
and the ladies chorus, president of the 
Deaconess Board and a Sunday School 
Teacher, past president of the Modern 
Priscilla Club, president of the Sally 
W. Stewart Guild, lst Vice President 
of the City Federation of Colored 
Women’s Clubs and chairman of the 
State Highway Safety in the State of 
Indiana. 


MRS. LAURA ROSENA 
DOTSON McCLUNG 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


A native of College Grove, Tenn. A 
product of the Indianapolis Public 
Schools attending grade and Manual 
Training School. A member of the Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church and has served 
as secretary since 1939, president of 
the Senior Usherboard, director of the 
Junior Usherkoard, member of the Indi- 
anapolis City Ushers’ Union, past pres- 
ident of the P.T.A. of Public School No. 
37, a charter member and helped to 
organize the Four Leaf Clover Club, 
a member of the Federation of Colored 
Womens’ Clubs, in 1951 the organizer 
and founder of the Grace Smith Mat- 
thews Educational Loan Fund Inc., 
serving as the first president and rais- 
ing over $1,000 the first year and a 
member of the State and National 
Ushers. 
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MRS. HENRIETTE J. REDD 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Fayette, Miss., there she 
received her high school education. 
She attended State Normal in La, 
Arkansas ‘for five years and taught 
school in Miss. and Arkansas for 11 
years. She came to Gary in 1923 and 
joined the First A.M.E. Church and 
traveled for the church as a mission- 
ary and is now an ordained evange- 
list pastoring at the St. Stephen 
Mission. She is a member of the U.N. 
I.A., a member of the Household of 
Ruth, president of the Good Word Club 
of the City Federation and president 
of the Peoples Educational Charitable 
Association of Indiana. She is seen 
in picture congratulating her sec’y. 
after a successful function. 


MRS. MAMIE HINTON 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Came to East Chicago in May 1923. 
She is well known for services 
rendered in the following organiza- 
tions: Girl Scouts, Red Cross, Com- 
munity Chest Drives, civic affiliat- 
ions throughout the city and state, 
church, local, district and state, and 
the Excelsior Art Club. Past president 
of the Northern Indiana District, the 
Director of the Youth Department of 
the Northern Indiana District and the 
National Baptist Convention. 


MRS. DORIS D. FAULKNER 


Muncie, Indiana 


Resides at 918 So. Wolf St., is a music 
teacher at Longfellow Elementary 
School. She formerly taught in the 
Detroit Public Schools and also in 
Indianapolis Public Schools No. 36, 
40, 64, 17 and Crispus Attucks High 
School. She received the B.S. Degree 
from Ball State Teachers College in 
1946 and her Masters Degree from the 
same school in 1955. She is a member 
of the Bethel A.M.E. Church, serving 
as minister of music and organist, a 
member of the Silver Leaf Club, O.M. 
E. Club, Women’s Symphony League, 
Pi Lambda Theta (graduate honorary), 
Phi Delta Kappa, Les Gouers Jolie 
Club and all of the other professional 
Teacher's organizations of Muncie 
Schools as well as a member of the 
Board of Management of the Madison 
Street Branch Y.M.C.A. 


MRS. HENRIETTA GOODMAN 


East Chicago, Indiana 


Resides at 4819 McCook Ave. Received 
her schooling at Shorter College in 
Little Rock, Ark. She taught school 
in Augusta, Ark., for a number of 
years. She has served with the Com- 
munity Recreational Department, served 
as Vice Chairwoman of the Republic 
Central Committee of East Chicago, 
was the first colored woman to be 
elected as Vice President of Lake 
County Delegation at State Convention 
in Indianapolis and has served as 
Republic Party Delegate to the State 
Convention for 12 years. 


SISTER ELDER PEARL HAYNES 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Born in Emelle, Ala., and came to 
East Chicago in 1930. In 1931 she 
entered the Church of God in Christ 
of East Chicago and was ordained 
by Bishop McNeele in the New Testa- 
ment Church of God in Christ in 1936. 
In 1944 she organized the Good 
Samaritan Club and with this group 
has carried on work of benevolence 
throughout the community. In 1945 
she gave a banquet for returned 
service men. In 1953 she and W. C. 
Jackson organized a boy’s club (ages 
10 to 14) which meets at the Twin 
City Recreation Center. 


MRS. HATTIE U. LEONARD 
East Chicago, Indiana 


A member of the Antiock Baptist 
Church and Sunday School. President 
of the A.K.A. Sorority, member of the 
Lake County Crippled Children Board, 
Fair Employment Practice Commission, 
Community Chest, Mohamet Court No. 
93, Daughter of Isis and the Woman’s 
Improvement Club, and a candidate 
for the School Board of East Chicago. 


JESSIE H. WILSON 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Organizer and president of Social 
Service Department of Beth Eden 
Baptist Church of Morgan Park. Or- 
ganizer and supervisor of The Older 
Girls Guild and affiliated with the 
Older Girls and Young Women’s 
Council of Chicago. Member of The 
Illinois Housewives Association. Or- 
ganizer of Morgan Park Unit; also a 
member of Civic League. Chairman of 
Homemaker’s Shop School. P.T.A. six 
years. Member of The American Rose 
Art and Charity Club afer moving to 
East Chicago, Indiana. In 1942 joined 
The Ladies Excelsior Art Club. Organ- 
izer and counselor of Ars et Literia, 
Young Adult Club. At present Par- 
liamentarian of The Ladies Excelsior 
Art Club. North Star District Critic and 
State Organizer of Young Adult Clubs. 


MRS. JESSIE EVANS 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Is a member of the Zion Baptist Church, 
past president of the choir, Community 
Chest Worker and Clean-Up-Compaign 
worker, on the Board of Directors of 
the Twin City Building Association 
and Worthy Matron of the Lily of the 
Valley Chapter No. 41 O.ES. 


MRS. MARY AVINTON 
East Chicago, Indiana 
Born in Louisiana and moved to East 


Chicago, Indiana with her family. - 


There attended Washington Elementary 
and Washington High School. Married 
Arthur Avinton and have three sons. 
A member of Zion Baptist Church and 
a member of the Missionary. A member 
of the Order of Eastern Star Lily of the 
Valley Chapter No. 41 and Recording 
Secretary of the Daughter of Isis 
Mahomet Court No. 93. Chairman of 
the Educational department in the 
Phyllis Wheatley Federated Woman's 
Club. Their Annual Scholarship Tea 
was combined with a Fall Fashion 
show for the first time and was a 
tremendous success and may be 
adopted for the coming year. 


TOMSIE BUTLER 
EUBANKS 
Gary, Indiana 


A native of Summit Miss. She received 
her education at Jackson College and 
Alcorn College in Miss. She came to 
Gary and joined the Van Buren Baptist 
Church where she teaches a mission 
group, a member of Calumet Unit No. 
99 American Legion Auxiliary, she 
has served as president, secretary, 
historian, and all major chairmans, 
at present its treasurer. A member of 
Jackson-Robert Barrack No. 210 world 
War 1 Veterans Auxiliary, serving 
as first president, a member of Victory 
Court No. 41, Court of Calanthy, and 
treasurer of same, has served as 
committeeman, at present she is Vice 
City chairman of Republican City 
Central Committee, has worked in all 
civic and Community projects. At 
present serving as president of city 
federation of colored women’s cluk 
of Gary 


MRS. 


MRS. ROBERTA MILLER 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Resides at 3837 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Organized the Progressive Literary 
and Art Club of East Chicago, served 
as its lst president for 10 years. Mrs. 
Miller served as City Federation 
president, as chairman of Executive 
Board, chairman of Program Committee, 
Statistician, 2nd vice president of the 
District and State auditor. She is a 
member of the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church where she serves as Sunday 
School teacher, president of the Miss- 
ionary and president of the Senior 
Choir. 


MRS. ANNA B. BROOMES 
East Chicago, Indiana 


A budding speaker of note of East 
Chicago. Is active in civic, welfare 
and any work in the community that 
is for good, especially if it is for the 
youth. She organized and established 
the Twin City Recreation Center of 
East Chicago and with the help of 
her able board members has recently 
burned the mortgage. Mrs. Broomes 
is chairman of the Centers Board of 
Directors, president of the Citizens 
Service Club, a member of the Housing 
Commission, A.A.R. Cluk, chairman 
of the Women’s Improvement Club Tea 
Committee, member of the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority and of St. Lukes A.M. 
E. Church. 
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LILLIE MAE PAXTON 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Born in Brook Haven Miss., educated 
in Miss. and Chicago. Came to E. Chi- 
cago in 1919. A member of St. Luke 
A.M.E. Church and active in the choir, 
Sunday School and Mission. She later 
organized the senior and junior choirs 
and taught in Church School of Faith 
Temple Church of God in Christ. Past 
president of Mission of Metropolitan 
C.M.E. Church in East Chicago. Now 
a member of the Trustee Board, Board 
of Directors of U.C.W., Eugene Field 
Community Club, League of Women 
Voters and President of the Citizen 
Advancement Club. She has traveled 
extensively throughout the United 
States in the interest of the Church 
and Fraternal organizations. 


MRS. ANNIE STOVALL 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


A Cosmetologist of Fort Wayne, re- 
ceived her training in beauty culture 
at the Neighborhood Beauty Salon and 
Instructors training at Barbara C. Durr 
College of Beauty Culture in Alabama. 
She is the establisher and head of 
The Stoval’s House of Beauth Culture 
of Fort Wayne. Her school holds the 
charter to the only local organization 
of Greek lettered beauticians in the 
city. 


MISS ALICE WALKER 
Gary, Indiana 


Resides at 2309 Vermont Street, started 
league bowling in 1945 in Chicago at 
the Garfield Bowling Alley. She and 
her team won the championship of 
the first tournament that they ‘were in. 
From 1945 to 1950, she won the singles 
at the Bowling Center of Chicago. She 
also won the Victory Bowl Award in 
the same year. In 1951 she set the 
pace in Gary in two leagues, the 
Women’s Handicap league and the 
Mixed League. Miss Walker carried 
high averages and placed in high 
single-games and three-game series, 
winning honors in the Gary Post Tri- 
bune as “Queen of the week.” First 
honors in the Post Tribune in the year 
of 1952, scores 247-180-197. In 1955 
she racked up a high series of 627- 
238-199-190 in Mixed Leagues. Up to 
1956 she has won 32 trophies. At 
least once a month she has made 
top-tens. 


MRS. GLADYS P. WILLIAMS 


Gary, Indiana 


Resides at 1247 W. 15th Ave., Gary, 
Ind., worked during the early days 
when she came to this city going 
from door to door with petitions for 
street, street lights, Burn’s ditch and 
many other good causes for the people. 
A member of the First A.M.E. Church, 
serving as president of the Ever Ready 
Club, and past assistant Church 
Trustee. She organized Gary's Ist 
Urban League Block Unit No. 1, spon- 
sored first Gary Pioneer Day, first Good 
Citizenship Day and Leadership Pro- 
gram. A member of-a P.T.A. group, 
Den Mother, a foster mother, 35 year 
membership in the Rain or Shine Fed- 
erated Club, Program Chairlady of 
N.A.A.C.P. She was the first Scholar- 
ship Federated Chairman, First Re- 
publican 2nd Vice City Chairlady, and 
first Republican 2nd Vice County 
Chairlady. 


MRS. LOUISE C. NEWMAN 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Is a member of the Zion Missionary 
Baptist Church of East Chicago. Past 
president of the Phylis Wheatley 
Federated Woman's Club, served as 
secretary of East Chicago City Feder- 
ation, appointed first State Chairman 
of Young Adult Clubs, bringing in five 
groups under her chairmanship, elected 
State Audior in 1954, appointed Cen- 
tral Association Chairman of Young 
Adult Clubs, 1954. 


MRS. CORRINE CROSS 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Frankfort, Ky., came to Gary 
in 1914. A member of the First Baptist 
Church, past president and charter 
member of the Senior Choir, only sur- 
viving charter memker of the Alpha 
Art Club, Sunday School teacher, past 
vice president of B.T.U. and now trea- 
surer, president of Queen Esther Circle 
Mission, Member of the Ladies Chorus, 
only charter member of the Rebecca 
Chapter No. 39 O.E.S. and past Worthy 
Matron of same, past president of 
City Federation of Colored Women’s 
Club and serving as Historian. 


MRS. TOYANNA H. SAMUELS 


East Chicago, Indiana 


Born in Marvyn, Alabama, a member 
of St. John A.M.E. Church, Ex-School 
Teacher she received her education 
at Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, musical 
training obtained from Sadie Macon of 
Tuskegee Institute, Alabama, and Pro- 
fessor Smythia of Oberlin, Ohio. Mrs. 
Samuels has served religiously in 
church and the community, served as 
District Supervisor of Youth Dept. of 
Northern Indiana District Baptist Asso- 
ciation for 16 years, was Brownie 
leader for several years, now leader 
of Troop No. 65, also serves as city 
recreation leader and teacher of Adult 
Education, also works in the Calumet 
Art and Welfare Club 33rd year, has 
been elected president for the third 
time and holds that office at present. 


Be 


“tech vit 
I / > 


C. ADA JOHNSON 


East Chicago, Indiana 


A member of the Metropolitan C.M.E. 
Church, 3715 Butternut Street, East Chi- 
cago. Was Missionary President for two 
years and a Stewardess. A member 
of the Progressive Literary and Ar! 
Club and holds the office of Literary 
Art Instructor. 


MRS. ABBIE BEVELY 
East Chicago, Indiana 


A charter member of the American 
Beauty Club of East Chicago is and 
has keen president for four years. She 
is the 2nd vice president of the City 
Federation of Colored Womens Clubs 
and now serving her third year as 
Chairman of the Housing Department 
of Indiana. 


CORINNE 8. JONES 
Gary, Indiana 


Member of the hardware firm of 
Semmes, Semmes and Jones; the only 
colored owned and operated hardware 
store in Northern Indiana; also _in- 
terested in the Religious, Fraternal, 
Political, Social and Civic life of Gary. 
A member of the First Baptist Church, 
Alpha Art Club, Household of Ruths 
No. 5306, Rebecca Chapter No. 39 
Order of The Eastern Star, American 
Woodman Camp No. 5, American 
Legion Auxiliary No. 99, N.A.A.C.P. 
and Urban Block Unit No. 54. Resides 
at 2354 Washington Street, Gary. 
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GIRLIE MAE BELCHER 


East Chicago, Indiana 


A member of the Metropolitan C.M.E. 
Church, 3715 Butternut Street, East 
Chicago. Served as President of the 
Senior Choir for the past two years 
and Class Leader. She is a member 
of the Progressive Literary and Art 
Cluk, served as Recording Secretary 
for three years, and now holds the 
office of Financial Secretary. A member 
of the Community Council of East 
Chicago, and acted as Co-Chairman 
for compiling dates for Who’s Who in 
East Chicago. 


MRS. EVELYN DAVIS 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Active in civic, fraternal and religious 
work, is a member of Metropolitan C. 
M.E. Church, Directress of the Senior 
Choir and Secretary of the Trustee 
Board. President of the Woman's Im- 
provement Club, 2nd Vice President 
of the City Federation of Colored Wo- 
men’s Clubs. Past State Auditor of the 
State Federation of Colored Women's 
Cluks. Past Worthy -Matron of Lily of 
the Valley Chapter O.E.S., Past Grand 
Ruth, Past Grand Esther, Past Grand 
District Deputy Grand Matron of the 
7th District and Past Grand Conduc- 
tress of Prince Hall Grand Chapter 
O.E.S., Prince Hall Affiliation. A mem- 
ber of Mohamet Court No. 3 Daughters 
of Isis, has served as Illistrious Com- 
mandress and is now the treasurer. 
Past Imperial Asst. of Ways ond Means 
and present Imperial Asst. of Arts and 
Crafts of Imperial Court, Daughters of 
Isis. A member of the American Red 
Cross Disaster and Home Service. She 
organized Unit No. 51 of the Mothers 
of World War No. 2 and served as 
Ist president, going on to hold offices 
in the District and State as Znd Vice 
President and Historian of Indiana 
State Mothers of World War No. 2. 
Director of Twin City Building Associ- 
ation. 
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MRS. GRACE PORTER 
Gary, Indiana 


A native Hoosier, born on a farm near 
Corydon, Indiana, she received her 
high school there, she attended the 
Lewis Institute for 2 years, also attend- 
ed the Moody Bible Institute and the 
Chicago Musical College. She is a 
member of the First A.M.E. Church. 
She is Grand Matron of the Queen 
Esther Grand chapter O.E.S. A.F.&A.M. 
Scottish Rites Masons. She is serving 
her 2nd term as Supreme Deputy of 
the Supreme Chapter of the United 
States and Canada. She is a member 
of the N.A.A.C.P. and member of the 
Urban League. Resides at 2524 Jeffer- 
son Street. 


MRS. MARGARET HOWELL 


Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Owner of Hotel Howell, 1803 South 
Hanna St. she is the fourth district 
Republican chairman of State of Ind., 
serving on the National Mailing List 
of the National Federation of Repub- 
lican Women., past Daughter Ruler of 
Morning Star Temple, City of Fort 
Wayne, past State Supervisor of Dis- 
trict No. 9, Household of Ruth of the 
State of Indiana. 


MRS. MARY MEANS 


Gary, Indiana 


Member of the First Baptist Church, 
chairman of the Executive Board of the 
General Mission, president of Sunday 
School Class No. 1, Chaplain of the 
City Federation, chairman of Art-Craft 
division of State Federation, Chaplain 
of Alpha Art Federated Club, member 
of Y.W.C.A., first vice president of 
the Ida L. Garnett chapter of the W. 
C.T.U., and member of the American 
Legion Post No. 99. Resides at 2695 
Monroe Street. 


MRS. VIOLA FINDLEY 
South Bend, Indiana 


An outstanding church, cluk and civic 
worker. For more than fifty years Mrs. 
Findley has been a vital part of the 
life of the city of South Bend. She has 
served faithfully her church, The Olivet 
A.M.E., and her club, The Our Day 
Together, of which she has been a 
member fifty-two years. She is the 
only living charter member. She has 
held all offices in this club and is now 
one of its active officers. In 1954 Mrs. 
Findley was selected ‘Woman of the 
Year,’ and given the Hering House 
Annual Award, for service rendered 
her community. 


MRS. MARY LEGGET 
Gary, Indiana 


Came from Brazil, Ind. to Gary in 
1950. Sunday. School teacher of the 
Primary Dept. of Gallilee Baptist 
Church, an active member of the Dea- 
coness Board, president of the Grace 
Wilson Evans Federated Club, chair- 
man of the Membership Drive for 
N.A.A.C.P. for three years, and serving 
as precinct committee-woman in the 
Slst precinct. Resides at 1553 McKinley 
Street. 


MRS. ESTELL CHAPMAN 
East Chicago, Indiana 


A licensed beautician, an active mem- 
ber of Zion Baptist Church, program 
chairman of the Mission Board, vice 
president of the Ladies Excelsior Art 
Club, chairman of the Executive Board 
of the Northern District, a member of 
the Community Council, and East Chi- 
cago inter-racial group of outstanding 
persons and organization of the city. 


MRS. MARY F. ADAMS 
Gary, Indiana 


Came to Gary from Chicago, Ill., in 
1929. She is a member of the Galilee 
Baptist Church, director of the Baptist 
Training Union, a post which she has 
held for ten years, a leader for a 
Missionary Group, Sunday School tea- 
cher in the Primary Department, Dis- 
trict Director of Sunday School and 
Baptist Training Union Congress, State 
Memorial Chairman of Tributes and 
Memorials, National Committeeman for 
Tributes and Memorials, a teacher of 
religious education in District and State, 
member of Order of Eastern Star, Alpha 
Omega Chapter No. 53, member Dea- 
coness Board of Galilee Baptist Church 
and the N.A.A.C.P. Resides at 2141 
Jefferson Street. 


MRS. LUCILLE WILLIAMS 


Muncie, Indiana 


Resides at 1320 Highland Ave. She 
is the Director of Munsyana Day 
Nursery, a member of Calvary Baptist 
Church. From 1948 to 1955 she served 
as secretary of the Delaware County 
executive committee for the National 
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis. A 
past matron of Naomi Chapter No. 
11, O.E.S. and past president of the 
Friendship Club, now serving as first 
vice president of the Eastern District. 
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MRS. ELLA MILTON 
East Chicago, Indiana 


A member of Zion Baptist Church of 
East Chicago. Serving as secretary of 
the Home Mission for 2 years. Vice 
president and president of the Usher 
Board and vice president and president 
of the Nurses Guild. Treasurer of the 
Household of Ruth Lodge No. 6473, 
Rit Noble Govenor, and now serving 
as Most Noble Governor. District Super- 
visor of the Household of Ruth District 
No. 6, also a member of the Sunlight 
International Benevolent Lodge No. 239. 
Past financial secretary and _ historian 
of the Progressive Literary and Art 
Club of which she is now president. 


MRS. MARY WATKINS 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Born in Verona, Miss., and came to 
East Chicago in 1936. She has served 
‘as secretary and pianist for the Church 
jof God Mission for the past 15 years. 
In 1951 she took kasic Girl Scout 
‘Leadership Training at Whiting Com- 
‘munity Center and was a Brownie 
Scout Leader for 3 years. She has 
worked for the Community Chest and 
Red Cross during their fund raising 
campaigns. At present she is serving 
as president of Eugene Field’s School 
Community Club, vice president of the 
Woman’s Improvement Club and 
secretary of the Community Religious 
League. 


MRS. ANN M. DIXON 
Gary, Indiana 


A native of Pennsylvania, she received 
her education in Pennsylvania. Mrs. 
Dixon's life interest is serving with the 
people. During the great influenza 
epidemic of 1918 she as a practial 
nurse served for the Luken’s Steel 
Company of Coatesville, Pa. She is a 
member of First Baptist Church, presi- 
dent of the senior choir, a member of 
the Alpha Art Club, and the Missionary 
Society, and past president of same. 
She has a child’s evangelist class 
under her supervision. Mrs. Dixon 
works with the Red Cross, Polio, the 
community chest, and the W.C.T.U. 
organizations. Mrs. Dixon is a dress- 
maker, and has charge of the alteration 
department of Coronet Shop, one of 
Gary's exclusive shops for women. She 
is the widow of the late Dr. C. V. 
Dixon (dentist). 


MRS. JOAN MURPHY 
Gary, Indiana 


Is an interior decorator, hat and lamp 
shade designer of note. She is the 
owner of two shops, one in Gary and 
the other in Hammond, Ind. She 
received her schooling in St. Louis, 
Mo., graduating from McKinley High 
School. A member of Don and Brad- 
street Lamp Shades and Interior Dec- 
orators. 
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MILLIE DEKA HOFFMAN 


Lafayette, Indiana 


A native Hoosier has come up through the ranks of church life and club 
life. An active life is her motto, and she proves that she believes in an active 
life, by living life in its fullest. She is a member of Bethel AME Church 
and has served in many official capacities in both local and state. Miss 
Hoffman has served as District Superintendent of Sunday Schools, vice 
president of the District A.C.E., and vice president of the State Missionary 
Convention. She is a member of Dorcas Chapter, No. 14 O.E.S. and has 
served as a matron and is now the secretary of the Chapter. She is a past 
officer of the Grand Chapter, having served as Grand Secretary and Grand 
Adah. For many years she has taught school and is now in an integrated 
system. Her professional affiliations include: membership in the NEA, State 
Teacher's Association; Lafayette federation of teachers; the ACE (Association 
of Childhood Education) of which she is secretary; AAUW (American Associ- 
ation of University Women) of which she is Historian of the Lafayette branch. 
Miss Hoffman is a past president of the Mary L. Club of Lafayette, a club 
founded by and named for her mother. She has served the Indiana State 
Federation of Colored Women's Clubs as one of its presidents and her 
record as such speaks for its self. Miss Hoffman is an officer of the Central 
Regional, and chairman of “Ads” of the National Association of Colored 
Women's Clubs. Very recently she was appointed National Chairman of 
the NACG. For many years she has taught music and directed and played 
for the choir of Bethel AME Church. As one who loves humanity and as 
one who thoroughly believes in people, Miss Hoffman is constantly working 
for... . “A Finer Womanhood through more Abundant Living.” 


MRS. IRENE G. DOUGLAS 
Gary, Indiana 


President of the Utopia Federated Club, 
treasurer of North Star District, an 
active member of the First Baptist 
Church, a dressmaker and active in 
politics, being a precinct committee- 
woman for 8 years. 


MRS. T. D. CALLOWAY 
Gary, Indiana 


A trained nurse and a licensed oper- 
ator of a “Home for the Aged,” at 
1948 Mass. St. Mrs. Calloway came to 
Gary’in 1937 from Memphis, Tenn., 
with one dime after getting off the 
bus. In 1945 Mrs. Calloway went to 
the Island Owahau in Honolulu and 
returning to Gary in December 1948, 
penniless again. January 12, 1948, she 
set up a nursing home with llc capital, 
and now she is fortunate enough to 
own two nursing homes with 22 beds 
each. On the road to success on prayer 
and faith. Resides at 1801 Penn. Street. 


MRS. BESSIE A. HENDERSON 


Gary, Indiana 


President of the Modern Priscilla Club, 
organizer of the Modernettes Club in 
1955, sponsor of the N.A.C.G. City 
Federation. At present is 2nd vice 
president of the North Star District in 
Indiana, and past 2nd vice president 
of the Young People Red Circle of the 
East Miss. Baptist State Convention. In 
1955 she raised $136.00 during the 
building fund drive, the high in the 
State. She was crowned ‘Miss Indiana” 
by the secretary of Gov. Craig in the 
absence of his wife. A president trophy 
was awarded Mrs. Henderson and her 
club, the Modern Priscilla. She was 
also awarded an all expense paid trip 
to Oberlin, Ohio to attend the Regional 
Meeting of the Federated Clubs, which 
comprise 12 states. She is an active 
member of the First Baptist Church of 
Gary. 


MRS. LAURA PASSMORE 
East Chicago, Indiana 


Active in religious, civic and political 
and fraternal work of East Chicago. 
She is a member and class leader of 
the St. Marks A.M.E. Zion Church. A 
member and past president of the City 
Federation of Colored Womens Clubs, 
past president of the Women’s Im- 
provement Club, past president of the 
North Star District, Chairman of the 
Executive Board of the Indiana State 
Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs 
and also serving as precinct committee 
woman and a member of the Lily of 
the Valley Chapter O.E.S. and Chap- 
lain of same. 


MRS. MABEL M. FLOWERS 
Gary, Indiana 


A native Hoosier, she received her high 
schooling in the Gary school system, 
her B.S. degree from Indiana Teachers 
College, Terre Haute, she has taken 
graduate work at the University of 
Indiana, Bloomington, Chicago Univer- 
sity and George Williams College. She 
teachers Physical Education at Roose- 
velt High School, has taught for 21] 
years. Mrs. Flowers won the Ford 
Foundation Fellowship of 1954. She has 
traveled in France, England, Germany, 
Spain, Holland, North Africa, and many 
parts of Europe. 


MRS. CORRINE M. BROOKS 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Educated in Indiana schools. In civic 
organizations she has served as vice 
president, secretary and at present is 
chairman of the child welfare com- 
mittee, she served the Urban League 
Guild as vice president, secretary, and 
at present is treasurer, member of the 
N.A.A.C.P. was vice president, at pres- 
en serves as treasurer, N.C.ofN.W. of 
Fort Wayne Chapter, she has served 
as secretary at present is president. 
She is corresponding secretary for the 
McCulloch Advisory Council, president 
of the Elma E. Alsup Club, secretary- 
treasurer of the Entre Nouse Club 
(political). She was once a candidate 
for State Representative. She is a 
member of St. Peter’s Catholic Church. 
At present she is employed as secre- 
tary to the executive director of a 
leading social agency. 
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MES. LENA HARRIS 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


Born in Peoria, Illinois. Moved to Johnstown, Pa., where she organized the 
first club east of Pittsburgh, she served the State of Pa., as State Organizer, 
Chairman of the Executive Board and First Vice President. She moved to 
Gary, Indiana in May 1916, because of her husband's health. 


She joined the Rain or Shine Club, was active in church, civic, fraternal 
development of Gary. 


She has served Indiana Federation as Recording Secretary, First Vice 
President, then State President at which time the mortgage on the Club 
Home in Indianapolis was $7,900.00. With the loyal support of the club 
women throughout the State the unpaid balance at the close of her four 
year term was $1,200.00. 


During her administration the State was organized into four Districts and 


‘a Homecoming in September was adopted, tt has truly brought the club 


women to the State Home and created a greater vision for its State head- 
quarters. She has served the National in several departments. The club 
women gave her a life membership in the Frederick Douglass Memorial for 
her loyalty and fine service. 


She has been active during the years in the Eastern Star and served 
as Grand Conductress of the State. She is now the Past District Grand Most 
Noble Governor of the Household of Ruth, served 22 years. Under her leader- 
ship the Household purchased a building in Indianapolis that is headquarters 
for the State and she is the Superintendent of the Center, 2405-C8 North 
Capitol Ave. This Center has assisted the City with the youth problems as 
its doors are open for many youth socials and programs. 


SHORT SKETCH OF THE LIFE OF 


MRS. SALLIE WYATT STEWART 


Evansville, Indiana 


Mrs. Sallie Wyatt Stewart was brought to Evansville, Indiana, in 1883, by her father and 
mother, Armstead and Eliza Jones Wyatt from Tennessee. She graduated from the Evans- 
ville High School as valedictorian of her class at the age of sixteen. 


Education — Evansville High School, Evansville Normal School, University of Chicago, 
Indiana University and Evansville College. 


Mrs. Stewart taught in the Evansville School for more than forty years. Her career as 
a teacher from grades through high school, and as Dean of Girls in the Lincoln High 
School. She has to her credit the pioneer work in her home town school of the introduction 
of: Domestic Science in the Lincoln High School, Stenography in the Lincoln High School, 
Mental Hygiene as a subject in the Evansville High School, provided band instruments to 
the first band. 


Mrs. Stewart, together with her husband, Logan H. Stewart, built a real estate business 
of 100,000 dollars. 


Affiliations: President National Association of Colored Women, Inc. President Board of 
Control of the NACW. Life member of the National Council of Women, member Executive 
Board of the National Negro Business League, member Southern Inter-Racial Commission, 
member Executive Committee National Colored Merchants Ass’n., member Federal Council 
of Churches of Christ in America, Honorary President Indiana Association of Colored 
Women, Trustee Eastern Star and Masonic Home of Indiana, President of Day Nursery 
Ass'n. Evansville, Indiana, Trustee Indiana Club Home, Indianapolis, Indiana. Life Trustee 
and Secretary of the Frederick Douglass Memorial and Historical Ass’n., Washington, D.C. 


Founder of Evansville Federation of Colored Women, Day Nursery for Colored Child- 
ren, Phyllis Wheatley Home, Evansville, Indiana, Evansville Association of College Wo- 
men’s Club, National Association of Colored Girls. Author of “Lifting As We Climb,” 
handbook for National Association Colored Girls Mental Hygiene program for Club Women. 


Mrs. Stewart was named by President Hoover to attend the International Council of 
Women, in Vienna, Austria. 


Mrs. Stewart has lectured in every state of the union. 


In short, Mrs. Stewart is known throughout the country and in foreign lands as an 
educator and organizer. Evansville is known by millions as the home of Sallie W. Stewart. 


Mrs. Stewart died in 1951 leaving her home and a large portion of her estate to be 
used to advance Negro girls and to bring about better race relations. 


MRS. CELEATHA BRANDON JOHNSON 


Gary, Indiana 


The 12th President of the Indiana Federation of Colored Women's Clubs, 
has been active in religious, civic, fraternal and political work over a period 
of years. A Native of the state of Virginia, reared in Colorado and Indiana 
by adoption. Her schooling was obtained; graduate of Centenial High School, 
Pueblo Colorado, two year Educational Institute of Topeka Kansas, graduate 
of George R. Smith College of Sedalia Missouri. Through a Committee from 
City Federation, Negro women were given employment throughout the 
United States Steel Mill in Gary. Has headed and held offices in the District, 
and State work of the Baptist Denomination; Order of Eastern Star, Prince 
Hall Affiliation, past Matron and past Grand officer, served as head officer 
of the Household of Ruth, and the Daughter of Elks in Gary and the State, 
Auxiliary of American Legion and Council of United Church Women. Was 
elected delegate to Republican Convention, ran for Township Trustee, and 
State Representative, with a large number of votes. Served in many offices 
of the State Federation, was elected President of State in 1954 in Evansville. 
1955 remodeled the Club Home in Indianapolis at a cost of around $7,000.00. 
Purchased a Wurlitzer baby grand piano, banquet tables, and 1956 installed 
a new oil furnace at the cost of $1500.00, an address system has been 
added to the home. In less than a year, the indebtness on the Home had 
been reduced to less than $2,000.00. The President of the United States, 
Dwight W. Eisenhower, selected Mrs. Johnson on ‘The President's Tratfia 
Safety Committee’’ which held a three day meeting in Chicago at Sherman 
Hotel in May, 1956. Mrs. Johnson is a member of First Baptist Church, 
chartered member of Sallie W. Stewart Guild. Main project for the State 
Federation 1956 compilation of book, ‘‘Who’s Who Among Negro Women 
of Indiana.’ Married to Henry Johnson, has one daughter, Mrs. Waverly 
Johnson Brown. 


MRS. DEROTHA H. BREEDING 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Born in Earlangee, Ky. on August 6, 
1908. Later moved to Indianapolis in 
1913 and attended public school and 
the Shortridge High School. Married 
to Otto Breeding in 1927, who died in 
1935. Since then, has participated in 
numerous activities. Having been presi- 
dent of School No. 37 for two years - 
1941 and 1942. While serving as sec. 
to the Fletcher Oakhill Civic Cluk in 
1937, became a member of the Indiana 
Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs. 
Served as recording secretary of the 
City Federation and Central District. At 
present is serving as Treasurer of the 
City and a Trustee to the State. A 
member of the Four Leaf Clover Club, 
Vice president of the Smilax Club, also 
active in public affairs and a member 
of the NAACP. She is a well known 
seamsiress. 


MRS. ERNESTINE JORDAN 
Gary, Indiana 


Attended the Smith Robinson and 
Lanier High School of Jackson, Miss., 
and Indiana University, Gary Center. 
Along with being a house wife, a 
modiste and milliner, Mrs. Jordan is 
very active in civic and religious 
activities; being a very active member 
of the First Baptist Church of Gary, 
Indiana, and serving as president of 
the General Missionary Society, a tea- 
cher in the Junior Department of the 
Sunday School and Director of the Daily 
Vacation Church School. In civic affairs 
she is a member of the Alpha Art 
Federated Club and a campaigner for 
such funds as Community Chest, Heart 
Fund and Red Cross. She is at present 
the 2nd vice president of the Indiana 
General Baptist State Convention; cour- 
tesy chairman and board member of 
the Northern Indiana District Associ- 
ation. 


MRS. NETTIE SCOTT KING 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Born in Media, Penn. Received educa- 
tion at Media High School, West- 
chester State Normal School, West- 
chester, Pa., and Indiana University 
Extension. Partner and secretary-treas- 
urer of King and King Funeral Home. 
Member of: New Bethel Baptist Church, 
Indiana Board of Federation of 
Churches, Association Board of Alpha 
Home for aged Colored People, Indiana 
Funeral Directors Association, Indiana 
Colored Funeral Directors Association, 
State Board of Embalmers and Funeral 
Directors of Indiana, National Negro 
Funeral Directors Association, Indian- 
apolis School Board Committee, Grand 
Body Sisters of Charity of Indiana, 
National Association for Advancement 
of Colored People (Indianapolis), In- 
diana Federation of Associated Clubs, 
National Federation of Colored Wo- 
men’s Clubs, Indiana Federation of 
Colored Women’s Clubs, 
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MRS. FLORENCE STIGGERS 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


A member of the Four Leaf Clover Club 
and was it’s first president. She was 
the City Council Club Organizer, four 
years under Mrs. Maude Roberson. She 
is the mother of 12 children and has 
14 grandchildren. Resides at 2449 
Baltimore Ave., Indianapolis 18, Ind. 


MRS. MABLE GOENS 


Muncie, Indiana 


A native of Indiana, she has been a 
Federated Club Woman for several 
years. She was president of the Will- 
ing Worker's Club, chairman of Hobbies 
and Antiques, in 1955 was elected 
State Statistican of Indiana and is Par- 
limentarian of the Eastern District. She 
served for 3 years as chairman of the 
Phyllis Wheatley Branch Y.W.C.A. and 
now a member of the First St., Branch 
Committee. A member of the Christian 
Science Church of Muncie and the 
Mother Church at Boston, Massachu- 
setts. She is a charter member of 
Mothers of World War II, and past 
president of Unit and Child Welfare 
chairman of the Tenth District, and 
Chaplain for the Muncie Unit of the 
American Legion Auxiliary. She par- 
ticipates in every civic and educational 
affair of her community. She is past 
president of the Millie D. Hoffman 
Federated Club and now treasurer. 


MRS. CLOTELLA CHAVIS 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Born June 22, 1888 in Kenton County, 
Ky. Moved to Indianapolis January 4, 
1913. August 12, 1918 was employed 
by the National Malleable and Steel 
Castings Co., having stayed thirty-two 
years. She was united in marriage to 
Ernest Auther Chavis. After twenty- 
years she received recognition and 
honor for having been the first negro 
woman in the State that had worked 
in Industry for twenty years. She work- 
ed in many Public and Civic organ- 
izations: The Malleakle Glee Club, The 
Fletcher Oak Civic Club, Four Leaf 
Clover, City and State Federation, a 
member of the Second Baptist Church 
for 54 years. She has fifteen grand 
children, twenty six great grand chil- 
dren, three foster children. She resides 
at 2422 Hillside Ave., Indianapolis. 
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MRS. GEORGIE HORTON 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


Member of Who’s Who Book, among 
the Indiana Federation Negro Women 
Committee. Charter member and former 
president of the Four Leaf Clover Club. 
Formerly active in many civic, fraternal 
and religious activities. At present is 
a member of the City and State Fed- 
eration of Colored Women’s Club. 
Memker of Scott Methodist Church, 
is serving as a Communion Steward. 
Is a member of Woman’s Society of 
Christian Service. Is secretary of Lit- 
erature and Publications, which she 
has held for the past seven years. Is 
a member of Circle No. 2. Resides at 
2537 Guilford Ave., Indianapolis 5, Ind. 


MRS. SARAH STOKES 


Jeffersonville, Indiana 


Born in Jeffersonville, Aug. 19, 1878. 
She was reared in the church and has 
done church work from early child- 
hood, up to this present time. She 
received a graduate Nurse’s diploma 
from the Citizen’s National Hospital of 
Louisville in 1910. But thought romance 
more important than a nursing career. 
Was married in 1912 and has two 
daughters and one son. A charter 
member of the Four Leaf Clover Club 
and the Elizabeth Carter Council. Just 
about two years she took up poem 
writing. She has written several and 
has one or two set to music. Happy 
that at the age of 78 years and still 
active and able to do the things that 
are worth-while. 


MRS. CLEMA V. ROGERS 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


A native of Indianapolis, educated in 
the public schools of that city. She 
attended grade school, a graduate of 
Chrispus Attucks High School and 
attended Indiana University. She has 
been a member of the Four Leaf Clover 
Club for seven years and now serves 
as president. A member of the Mt. 
Carmel Baptist Church for many years, 
she worked as a’ Sunday School teach- 
er of Adult Women, and other aux- 
illiaries. Now a member of the Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church, she serves as 
clerk of the church which has a large 
membership. In 1954 she wrote and 
compiled a history for the Indiana 
State Ushers Auxiliary of the Con- 
vention of America. She has atteuded 
several National B.T.U. and Sunday 
School Congresses representing the 
church. 


MRS. ROSA ELLIS CARTER 


Anderson, Indiana 


Forty-two years Indiana Federated Club 
pioneer, three state offices for 12 years, 
president of Phyllis Wheatley Club, 
president of American Legion Auxiliary 
No. 282, board member of Anderson 
Urban League, member of Allen Chapel 
Church, owner of Blue Ribbon Food 
Service, graduate of American School 
for Home Economics, Chicago. Traveled 
in Haiti, Cuba, Jamaica in 1951, Mexico 
in 1952, Canada and Europe in 1953. 
Member of Phi Lamda Delta Sorority. 
Resides at 1321 W. 13th St., Anderson, 
Indiana. 


MRS. MADELYNE METCALF 
Anderson, Indiana 


A graduate of Tenn. State University, 
Nashville, Tenn., proprietor of Vogue 
Dress Making, Tailor, and Furrier 
Shoppe. Memker of Phyllis Wheatley 
Club, past president. of the Eastern 
District of State Federation of Colored 
Women’s Clubs of Indiana. Resides at 
1934 Lincoln -St. 


MRS. MABEL W. STRUM 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Born Oct. 16, 1901 in Stanton, Kentucky. 
Was educated in Kentucky and has 
lived in Fort Wayne. for 33 years, 
.a member of Turner Chapel A.M.E. 
Church, the senior choir, Trustee Aid 
Society and Conference worker, served 
on the Wheatley Social Center Execu- 
tive Board for 14 years, a charter 
member of the American Legion Auxil- 
iary at the Charles C. Anderson Post 
No. 148, president of the unit Parley, 
a past president of the 4th District, 
presently serving as 4th District Histo- 
rian, member of the Y.W.C.A. a Social 
worker of Indiana, secretary of the 
Women’s Council, member of the N.A. 
A.C.P. also serving on the executive 
board, a member of the National 
Council of Negro Women of Fort Wayne 
and Washington D.C. a past president 
of the Jennie Conner Civic Club, a 
member of the City Federation of Color- 
ed Women’s Club, ; 
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MRS. LUCINDA BRIGGS 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Is president of the City Federation 
of Colored Women's Club, member of 
the Union Baptist Church and Floral 
Club, and past president of the N.A. 
A.C.P. she also is past president of 
the Senior Council of McCulloch Center, 
a member of the National Council of 
Negro Women, a member of Allen 
County Republican Club, a member of 
Matchless Chapter No. 8 O.ES. the 
Daughters of Isis Court No. 121, past 
president of the Jennie Corner’s Civic 
Club and the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
American Legion No. 148. Mrs. Briggs 
resides at 1117 Hugh St. in Fort Wayne. 


MRS. LILLIE R. JACKSON 
Gary, Indiana 


A member of the First Baptist Church 
for 29 years serving as president of 
the church Matron’s Welcoming Club, 
she also is a member of the church’s 
Missionary Society. Chairman of the 
Leadership and Volunteer Service 
Committee. She has served as president 
of the Council of Presidents of the 
Urban League, block and neighborhood 
Improvement Clubs for 12 years, she 
still heads this group. Mrs. Jackson 
was selected citizen of the week April 
15, 1956 in the Gary Post Tribune’s 
Sunday Panorama Magazine. Mrs. Jack- 


son resides at 2508 Madison St., in 
Gary. : 


MRS. MABLE B. STEWART 
Gary, Indiana 


A native of Georgia, received her 
education in Georgia. Member of the 
First Baptist Church, member of the 
Gospel Chorus, secretary of same, 
member of Darcus Mission correspond- 
ence secretary, past Matron of Alpha 
Omega Chapter No. 53 O.ES. treasurer 
of same, member of Deborah Council 
financial secretary of same, past Grand 
Ada of Grand Chapter O.E.S. P.H.A. 
Has held several offices in the City 
Federation of Women’s Club at present 
corresponding secretary, also city 
organizer. In April of 1956 she organ- 
ized the Celeatha B. Johnson Guild, a 
federated club, in the State Federation 
has served as chairman on many 
projects, and now serving as chair- 
man on this very fine project (Who's 
Who Book). 
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MRS. HALLIE HAYES 
Gary, Indiana 


Has served as Matron of Mary B. 
Tolbert Home for the aged in Albany, 
New York. She came to Gary in 1910 
and became a member of the First 
Baptist Church and the Alpha Art Club. 
Became active in politics, serving as 
precinct committeeman and Ass’t road 
superintendent. She also served as Sgt.- 
at-Arms, chairman of Business Women’s 
Club and president of the City Fed- 
eration. She organized a playground. 
At present she is a member of the 
Trustee Board of Colored Women’s 
Club Home of the State of Indiana. 


MRS. MITTIE SINCLAIR 
East Chicago, Indiana 


A member of the St. Mark A.M.E. Zion 
Church, president of the Ladies Ex- 
celsior Art Club, president of the City 
Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs, 
past Worthy Matron of Lilly of the 
Valley Chapter No. 41, O.ES., past 
Grand Electa and past Grand Martho 
of Prince Hall Grand Chapter of Ind 


MRS. JUANITA W. BROWN 

East Chicago, Indiana 
Born in Garden Grove, Iowa, graduated 
from the School of Music of Simpson 
College, Indianola, Iowa. She attended 
the University of Iowa for a_ short 
time and was affiliated with the Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority. Taught piano at 
Wilberforce University and was in 
charge of the Music Dept. at Arkansas 
State College. Entered Chicago Musical 
College for graduate study in the 
summer of 1924 and after that came 
to East Chicago to establish her own 
music studio. She has served as chair- 
man of the Music Dept. of the Indiana 
State Federation, supervisor of the N. 
A.C.G., recording secretary, parlia- 
mentarian, chairman of the Executive 
Board, second vice president and pre- 
sent first vice president, and now chair- 
man of the Executive Board of the 
Central Association of Clubs. A 
member of the Lily of the Valley 
Chapter No. 41 O.E.S. 
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MRS. ARMENTRA E, CLARK 
Gary, Indiana 


A native of Kentucky. She spent most 
of her childhood in Illinois, receiving 
her scholastic training in Ill. agd Ind. 
Receiving her B.S. degree and M.S. 
degree from Indiana State College. 
She taught in public schools for more 
than 30 years, serving as president of 
the Rockport Woman's Improvement 
Club while living there. She has served 
in many religious, civic and social 
activities throughout the State. Mrs. 
Clark came to Gary a few years ago, 
and is married to the Rev. L.A. Clark 
pastor of the Free Baptist Church. Here 
she is active in religious, social and 
civic work. Also a substitute teacher 
in the Gary public school system. 


MRS. ELOISE P. JOHNSON 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Macon, Georgia. She came to 
Gary, as a very small child with her 
parents Rev. and Mrs. Robert Putman. 
She graduated from Froebel High 
School and received her B.S. degree 
from Indiana State Teachers College. 
She taught in the Gary and Chicago 
school system.Her ability was not for 
teaching school she liked dressing 
hair, it was when she was quite 
young that she descovered the talent 
of dressing hair, in 1934 she opened 
a small shop, as the years pass on, 
her business expanded so that it 
required a larger shop, and now she 
owns a large building at 1977 Broad- 
way, where she teaches courses in 
every phrase of Cosmetology. She is 
a graduate of Gerry Linn School of 
Modelling and Charm, she is a mem- 
ber of the Sigma Gramma _ Sorority 
and a member of Chi Mu Delta 
Chapter of the Alpha Chi Pi Sorority. 


MRS. GRACE LEE BANKS 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Greensville, Miss. Came to 
Gary several years ago. She is a 
member of the St. John Baptist Church, 
she is very active in religious work, 
teaching Sunday School classes from 
early childhood. She is assistant sec- 
retary of the Women’s Auxiliary of 
Northern= Indiana State Convention. 
She is president of the Phyllis Wheat- 
ley Club, and an officer of the City 
Federation. Her aims have always 
been to help make other lives worth- 
while. 


FANNYE JENKINS BENFORD 


Gary, Indiana 


Past president of city Federation of 
Colored Women's Clubs - Gary. Past 
chairman executive koard of state 
Federation of Colored Women's Clubs, 
financial secretary of State Federation, 
recording secretary of Cenatal Asso- 
ciation of Colored Women's Clubs, a 
member of Alpha Art Club - Gary and 
Modern Priscilla Club. Served for five 
years as president of the Roosevelt 
High School P.T.A., president of Central 
District Republican Club, secretary of 
Lake County Republican Central Com- 
mittee, treasurer of the Gibraltar In- 
dustrial and Mutual Life Insurance 
Company. Active member of First 
Baptist Church. 


MRS. GERTRUDE WILLIAMS 
East Chicago, Indiana 


General Directress of the Youth Mis- 
sionary Department of the Antioch 
Baptist Church, president of the Sing- 
ing Convention of the East Chicago 
Calumet Region, secretary of the 
Northern Indiana District Association 
of Baptist Churches, past treasurer of 
the East Chicago Council of Church 
Women. Past president of the Ladies 
Excelsior Art Club, past president of 
the City Federation of Colored Women’s 
Club of East Chicago, past supervisor 
of the Junior Excelsior Art Club, past 
district supervisor of N.A.C.G. (Northern 
Star). Past daughter ruler of Elks, 
Temple No. 791, E. Chicago, president 
of the Purple Cross Unit of Elks, Indiana 
state financial secretary of the Daugh- 
ter of Elks I.B.P.O.E. of W., past dis- 
trict supervisor of Household of Ruth 
No. 6, Indiana state recording secretary 
of the Household of Ruth. Fourth dis- 
trict captain of Red Cross Fund Drive 


MRS. GERALDINE A. COKER 
South Bend, Indiana 


Born in South Bend, reared and edu- 
cated in Benton Harbor, Michigan. She 
is a member of Olivet A.M.E. Church 
in South Bend and active in church 
work. She is a member of the St. 
Pierre Ruffin Club (Federated Club) 
served as president, president of the 
North Star District, through her efforts 
many other clubs are federated, and 
she is a member of Electra Chapter 
O.E.S. at Benton Harbor, Mich. In civic 
she works in Red Cross and N.A.A.C.P. 
She is employed in postal service. 


MRS. EDNA ISOM 


Washington, Indiana 


Past President, Indiana Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs 


Mrs. Edna Isom, past president of the Indiana Federation of Colored Women, 
has served more than 35 years as a state federated club woman. Posts she 
has held include auditor, chaplain, vice-president, and president of the 
Southern District, and in 1952 she was elected president of the Indiana Fed- 
eration of Colored Women’s Clubs. 


Mrs. Isom has been identified with many community activities. She 
was a member of the Citizens Committee for the Electric Light Plant by 
appointment of the mayor of Washington, and was elected a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Daviess County Tuberculosis Association. 


She has been a member of the committee of the Daviess County chapter 
of American National Red Cross to help in emergencies, and the unemployed 
and poor of Washington township. As a church worker, Mrs. Isom is the 
assistant superintendent of the church school and has been chorister of her 
church for more than forty years. She has served as both secretary and 
vice-president of the Washington Council of Church Women, and at present 


is state missionary of the Women's Educational convention of the Mt. Olive 
State Association. 


Politically, she has served as a member of the State bureau of Colored 
Voters of the Republican State Committee, and was also selected to be 
Daviess County chairman of the Colored Women voters. 


MRS. MARY FREEMAN 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Little Rock Arkansas on In- 
dependence Day, July 4, 1877. She 
was born with the principles of bus- 
iness instilled in her mind. All through 
her married career successfully man- 
aged the business side of life. Moved 
with family to Gary, Indiana in 1920, 
started off by purchasing her home. 
Since being in Gary has accumulated 
more Real Estate than any other wo- 
man in Gary. Her property is estimated 
at the low figures of $150,000.00. She 
is the mother of 7 living children, a 
devoted christian and member of the 
First Baptist Church and a _ cheerful 
philanthropist. 


MRS. MARY ALICE GORDON 


Vincennes, Indiana 


Is thirty-four years of age, a house- 
wife who has lived in the community 
for sixteen years. She is a member of 
the Second Baptist Church, past presi- 
dent of the Phylis Wheatley Club 
(federated), worthy matron of the 
Rogan-Teister Chapter No. 47 O.E.S.P. 
H.A., financial secretary of the South- 
ern District of Federation. She is serv- 
ing as State Historian of the State 
Federation of Indiana, which is a 
pleasure and a-honor. 


MRS. ESTHER M. POWELL 
Gary, Indiana 
A former Junior High School teacher 
of English and art in the Public Schools 
of St. Louis, Missouri. She is now a 
private teacher of piano in Gary. Mrs. 
Powell is the first woman of her race 
to serve as President of the Council 
of United Church Women of Gary. A 
member of Methodist Delaney Memorial 
Church. Hobby is the writing of poetry. 


MRS. ZERAH D. P. CARTER 


Evansville, Indiana 


Born in Clarksville, Tennessee, the 
youngest of a family of twelve child- 
ren, her parents moved to Evansville, 
Indiana when Zerah was young. She 
is a member of the Liberty Baptist 
Church. She has served as_ super- 
intendent of Sunday School, directed 
choirs of several churches. She received 
her high schooling in Evansville, was 
valedictorian of her class. Received her 
B.S. degree from Evansville College 
and her M.A. from Indiana University. 
She has taught in that city since 1938. 
She is affiliated with many civic 
organizations in the city, state and 
nation. While serving as president of 
the city association of college women 
more than fifty scholarships were given 
to worthy girls. Mrs. Carter has served 
the State Federation as_ statistician, 
secretary, and parliamentarian. Served 
the National as chairman of the execu- 
tive board and the N.A.C.G. 


— IN MEMORIAM — 


MRS. ANNA B. BARTON 
1873 - 1953 


Founder of the St. Pierre Ruffin Club of 
South Bend. Her aim was to have a 
club where women could learn the 
finer things of life: literature, art, and 
music. This was achieved December 
20, 1900. Through her effort the club 
joined the National Federation and the 
State Federation. Mrs. Barton was a 
charter member of Berean Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, first president of the 
Dorcas Society and a teacher in the 
Sabbath School. She was an outstand- 
ing business woman. She operated the 
first Negro beauty Salon in the com- 
munity. She was an ardent worker in 
the N.A.A.C.P. and one of the past 
presidents. 


MRS. LENA A. GEORGE 


Evansville, Indiana 


A member of Liberty Baptist Church 
for many years, a very active member, 
she has served her Church and com- 
munity in many outstanding projects, 
Mrs. George has taken special training 
at Miami University, Indiana State Tea- 
cher’s College, and Columbia Univer- 
sity. She is a retired teacher of fifty 
years service, teaching in Kentucky, 
and Indiana. This vital kindly woman 
is seventy-two years old and has been 
through the years civic-minded in every 
sense of the word. The many organ- 
izations and groups in Evansville 
through the years have felt the magic 
of Mrs. George’s spirited character. 
Many seek her association and advice 
at all times. Her life is worthy of the 
greatest emulation and should furnish 
inspiration to lead a successful life. 
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MRS. NELLIE M. WARD 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Mississippi, received her edu- 
cation at C.M.C. College, Miss. Mrs. 
Ward is vice-president of Alpha Art 
Federated Club. A member of Indiana 
State FCWC Family Life Committee. 
Treasurer of Exclusive Platinums and 
Ida L. Garnett WCTU. A member of 
First Baptist Church and serves as 
president of the Sunshine Missionary 
Circle. Member of the Gary YWCA. 
Her motto for life The Golden Rule. 


MRS. LUNA McCLAIN LANE 
Gary, Indiana 


A born leader, organizer and lecturer, 
she was born in the State of Illinois 
and at an early age moved with her 
parents to Gary, Indiana. She is noted 
for her active services in religious, 
civic, political and fraternal life. In 
each of these areas her contributions 
have been given unstintingly. A mem- 
ber of Isreal C.M.E. Church; in political 
world has served on the National 
Speakers Bureau for the Republican 
Party. First woman to be appointed by 
Governor to the position of Directress 
of F.E.P.C. of Indiana. Fraternally un- 
der IBPOE of W. a chartered member 
and officer of the State Lodge of 
Daughter Elks and also of the Temple 
of Gary, past state president, state 
directress of education, past matron of 
Order of Eastern Star, past Grand 
Librarian, past Most Noble Governor 
of Household of Ruth. Reorganized 
State Court of Calanthe, now serving 
as Most Worthy Grand Counsellor of 
Indiana and Supreme Worthy Inspectrix 
of the Court of Calanthe of the World, 
highest position that can be held by a 
woman. Member of Auxiliary of Amer- 
ican Legion and Federated Clubs. Her 
services are much in demand. 


— IN MEMORIAM — 


MRS. EDDIE R. TAYLOR 
Gary, Indiana 


Mrs. Eddie R. Taylor was born in 
Haywood, Tennessee. She received her 
scholastic training in Tennessee, also 
her nurse's training in Memphis, Tenn. 
She began her nursing career in Crook 
Sanitarium at Jackson, Tenn. Came to 
Gary in 1934 and joined the First 
Baptist Church. She was active in 
religious work, past president of Alpha 
Art Club, organized the Phillis Wheat- 
ley Club (federated) and served as 
president for several years, served as 
president of the Northern Star District 
Federation, was president of the city 
federation of Gary. She was organizer 
and sponsor of he National Association 
of Colored Girls. She was founder of 
the Midtown Registered Nurses Associ- 
ation. 


MRS. MALISSIE B. CANNADY 
Gary, Indiana 


A native of the State of Louisiana, and 
an Indianan by adoption. Came with 
her family to Gary in 1922. Immediately 
joined in the promotion of religious, 
social, civic and fraternal life. A mem- 
ber of First Baptist Church, chartered 
member of Court of Calanthe Lodge 
and the Sallie W. Stewart Guild, serv- 
ing as an officer in each for a period 
over thirty years. Has served the State 
Federation as officer, and holding 
offices in the State and National Court 
of Calanthe. A Democratic Precinct 
Committeewoman, which she has been 
for a number of years and serves as 
Golf Concession Supervisor of the 
North Gleason Park. Mrs. Cannady is 
known for her secretarial ability. 


— IN MEMORIAM — 


MRS. WILHELMINA K. CRISP 


Gary, Indiana 


A pioneer member of state and na- 
tional Federation of Colored Women’s 
Clubs, died in the Methodist Hospital 
July 18, 1955 after a short illness. She 
was 71. Mrs. Crisp was a native of 
Clarksville, Tenn. She had lived in 
Gary for 42 years. She was a member 
of the First A.M.E. Church, a Con- 
ference worker, past president of the 
Modern Priscilla Club, a past trustee 
of the Indiana Federation of Colored 
Women’s Clubs, a pioneer member 
of the Central and National Federation 
of Colored Women, chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee of the 
State Federation. 


— IN MEMORIAM — 


MRS. IDA LEE D. GARNETT 
Gary, Indiana 


A teacher, musician, civic and political 
worker, was born in Jefferson City, 
Missouri as an only child to Archibald 
and Julia Drake. Graduated from Lin- 
coln University in Missouri and Oberlin 
College in Ohio. She married Dr. James 
H. Garnett, and to this union two 
children were added, a daughter, who 
is Mrs. Ida Guy of Gary and a son, 
James of New York City. The family 
moved to Gary in 1917, where she 
united with the First Baptist Church 
and became actively engaged in all 
Phases of Church life. She was a 
member of the Order of Eastern Star, 
American Woodman, which she served 
as clerk, Women’s Christian Temper- 


_ ance Union, with one of the Chapters 


of Gary named in her honor, the 
Women's Auxiliary of Spanish Amer- 
ican War Veterans, substitute teacher 
in the School System of Gary, presi- 
dent of the City Federation and Alpha 
Art Club. She was characterized by 
her charming smile, infectious person- 
ality, personal charm and _ christian 
character. She slept away March 22, 
1935. "Peace be to her ashes.” 
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MRS. LEOLA E. COMER 


Gary, Indiana 


Past president of Sallie W. Stewart 
Guild, and of the City Federation, at 
present serving as the Chaplain of 
the State Federation. Mrs. Comer has 
served as State president of Junior 
Matrons of State of Indiana, and heads 
several organizations of St. Paul Baptist 
Church, which she is a member. State 
Director of Young Peoples Department 
of the Women's Convention of Indiana. 
Past Illustrious Commandress of Mo- 
hammet Court No. 93, present Imperial 
Deputy, past Matron of Alpha Omega 
and past Grand Officer. 


MRS. RUBY ODESSA SCOTT 


Indianapolis, Indiana 


Born in Beliot, Wisconsin. She is the 
manager of King and King Funeral 
Home. She received her education in 
Indianapolis and Philadelphia, Pa. She 
is an active member of Scott Methodist 
Church, also member of several Na- 
tional Funeral Associations, and an 
active member of Epsilon Nu Delta 
Mortuary. 


MRS. LOUELLA B. HULETT 


Gary, Indiana 


Mrs. Hulett was born July 15, 1890 in 
Lamar County, Alabama. She is or- 
ganizer and president of Louella Hulett 
Stitch and Charity Club. A member of 
Camp No. 45 American Woodman and 
Ida L. Garnett WCTU. A memker of 
First Baptist Church and active in 
many departments of work. Favorite 
quotation, 'I love the Christ of common 
folks, the Lord of common things.” 
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MRS. KATIE W. MEANS 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Elmo County, Alabama, re- 
ceived her early schooling in the 
Montgomery County Training School in 
Alabama. After advanced training in 
Tuskegee Institute she taught for three 
years in the Alabama schools. For 
ten years she did social work. Since 
her marriage to Andrew Means, a pro- 
minent Gary builder, she has been 
his close associate in his business in 
Gary. Ever active in church and civic 
work she has also served as general 
co-chairman of the Community Ches! 
Drive, and is currently a member of 
the Gary Y.W.C.A. Board of Directors 
where she heads up the Business and 
Lease Committee. She is a member of 
First Baptist Church and serves in 
numerous capacities in its missionary 
and over-all program. 


MRS. DAISY N. VARNADO 
Gary, Indiana 


An ex-school teacher and social worker, 
was born in Clarksville, Tenn. She 
was graduated from Roger Williams 
University in 1909 and was a High 
School teacher in Clarksville for several 
years. Many Rosenwald Schools were 
established under her supervision of 
Montgomery County Schools. In 1917 
she came to Gary and worked with 
the Lake County Department of Public 
Welfare. She served for 14 years as 
superintendent of the Lake County 
Children's Home. She is a member of 
the First Baptist Church, Indiana Fed 
eration of Colored Women’s Clubs, thr 
National Association of Colored Women 
and the president of the Alpha Art 
Club serving for 26 years as president. 


MRS. EMMA E. ALSUP 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


A member of the Shiver Baptist Church 
for years’ she has served as secretary 
of the Wheatley Social Center. She 
organized the Lillian J. Brown Cultier 
Club, also several other clubs for young 
adults. She is a member of the N.A.A. 
C.P. She serves as secretary for several 
organizations and active in civic and 
social affairs. At present she is serving 
as scholarship chairman of the State 
Federation. 
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MRS. ANNA E. WASHINGTON 
Gary, Indiana 


Graduate of St. Augustines Episcopal 
College, Raleigh, North Carolina. For- 
mer teacher, civic, social and religious 
worker. At present very much interested 
in cluk& work, local and State. What- 
ever contributions I have made, I dedi- 
cate to: Jane Washington Graves, 
Anna Washington Bromely, Daisy 
Washington Page and G. Kenneth 
Washington, M.D., my children. Resides 
at 2589 Madison Sreet. 


MRS. CAROLINE E. H. MASON 
Gary, Indiana 


Born in Peoria, Illinois where she 
graduated from high school. She at- 
tended Fisk University, she holds LLB 
degree from Howard University and 
B.S. degree from the University of 
Chicago. She was admitted to the 
District of Columbia bar in 1916, and 
in 1922 admitted to practice in In- 
diana and Illinois. In 1916 she married 
to Charles H. Mason, who is a prac- 
ticing attorney in Gary. She served as 
a clerk for the Forest in Washington, 
D.C., taught school in Missouri, Texas, 
and Indiana for several years. Retired 
in 1946, she is a member of Delaney 
Methodist Church of Gary. She has 
served religious and civic organizations 
in Gary for many years. 


MRS. DELORIS WILLIAMS 
East Chicago, Indiana 


An outstanding young woman of East 
Chicago. She was the first colored girl 
to be employed as stenographer in 
the East Chicago City Hall. She is a 
member of the Zion Baptist Church. 


MRS. ERMA HARDAWAY 
Gary, Indiana 


Came to Gary in 1927 from Pittsburgh, 
Penn. Started selling real estate in 
1944. Only woman member of the 
Gary Real Estate Board, Inc. Member of 
National Institute of Real Estate Brokers 
of the N.A. of R.E. Boards. Granted 
the right to use the designation of 
“Realtor” in her real estate business. 
Member of the Women’s Council of the 
N.A. of R.E. Boards. Appointed by 
Mayor Mandich as a member of the 
Board of Zoning Appeals and served 
as the chairman last year. Served on 
the Y.W.C.A. Board, member of the 
Financial Committee of Y.W.C.A. Mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the 
Urban League of Gary. Budget Com- 
mittee and Executive Board of the Com- 
munity Chest, Mid-Town Business Men’s 
Association, Trustee of St. Timothy's 
Church. She has two children and one 
grandson. Daughter and her husband, 
Major George E. Pannell, now stationed 
in Wurzberg, Germany. Son, Wilbur, 
an officer at the Graterford State 
Penitentiary, Grateford, Penn. He and 
his family live in Spring City, Penn. 
Member of the Lena Harris Club. 


MRS. CLARA B. K. FULLER 
Gary, Indiana 


Formerly of Brunswick, Georgia. There 
she received some of her education at 
the St. Athanasins Episcopal School, 
she attended Atlanta University. Her 
main interest was working with little 
children. She moved to Gary. She 
teceived her B.A. degree from North- 
western University. She has taught in 
Gary School System (kindergarten) for 
a number of years. She became head 
teacher of Kindergarten at Roosevelt 
School. At present she teaches at 
Carver School. Her tack, skill and 
genuine friendliness in dealing with 
people has won the respect and cooper- 
ation of teachers and pupils. She is 
a member of Sigma Gamma Rho Sor- 
ority, a member of the Modern Priscilla 
(federated) Club, and she takes an 
active interest in the program of the 
St. Timothy Church. 


MRS. MARJORIE WICKLIFFE 
Fort Wayne, Indiana 


Organizer of City Federation of Fort 
Wayne, past state Chaplain, past 
president of Ultra Art and Literary 
Club, life member of National Council 
of Negro Women, also past matron of 
Matchless No. 8 O.E.S., and present 
Grand Treasurer of Grand Chapter of 
Indiana. Resides at 1336 Hugh Street. 
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MISS ELIZABETH E. LEMON 
Gary, Indiana 
A native of Muncie, Indiana, she at- 


tained some of her education at St. MRS. CARRIE CRUMP 


Athanasins Episcopal School, in Bruns- ; 2 s 
wick, Georgia, there she maintained Indianapolis, Indiana 


a high scholastic record. She attended A leader and past president of the 
Atlanta University and Ball State Col- State Federation of Indiana. Served as 
lege where she was graduated in a corresponding secretary under several 
class of 464 and was number 10 of leaders of the Federation. In 1929 was 
her class. She taught at Atlanta Uni- advanced to the office of state presi- 
versity for 12 years. She received dent. Under her administration a beau- 
her M.A. degree at Columbia U. and tiful Mansion of nine rooms was pur- 
her Ph. degree. She has taught in chased at 2034 North Capitol Avenue, 
New York, New Hampshire, and which stands as a _ shrine to the 
Boston, Mass. She came to Gary in Federated Women of Indiana. She is 
1947 and taught at Roosevelt. At the of the A.M.E. denomination and takes 
close of the school year in 1952 she an active part in the choir of her 
was chosen as Principal of Fredrick Church. 


Douglass school. 


TRIBUTE 


To all of the past Presidents of the Indiana Federation of Colored Women's 
Clubs who pioneered and made it possible to enjoy the great heritage we 
now enjoy. To those who are now sleeping: 

Mrs. Ella Harrold 1905-1907 

Mrs. Minnie Scott, 1907-1914 

Mrs. Gertrude B. Hill, 1914-1921 

Mrs. Sallie W. Stewart, 1921-1928 

Mrs. Bessie Jones, 1928-1929 

Mrs. Grace Wilson Evans, 1933-1938 

Mrs. Helen Jefferson, 1942-1946 


"Tis a precious thing to know 
Our efforts have an after glow’ 


These laid the firm foundation on which we are now building, and has 
lent much, that is fine in the Club life of Indiana today, we owe much to 
their fine thinking. They pioneered in many of woman's fields — in education, 
business, club organizations and in proffessional education for home-making. 
These have lit the torch to guide our feet in the paths of righteousness. May 
we pass the torch to other hands that its light may remain forever undimmed, 
and sweet memories of their fruitful lives. 


HONORARY PAST PRESIDENTS 


OF INDIANA FEDERATION OF COLORED WOMEN’S CLUBS 


*Mrs. Ella Herrold, Marion Indiana 
*Mrs. Minnie Scott, Indianapolis 

*Mrs. Gertrude B. Hill, Indianapolis 
*Mrs. Sallie W. Stewart, Evansville 
*Mrs. Bessie H. Jones, West Baden 


Mrs. Carrie Crump, 2320 N. Capitol Ave., 
Indianapolis 


*Mrs. Grace Wilson Evans, Terre Haute 


Mrs. Lena Harris, 2406 N. Capitol Ave., 
Indianapolis 


*Mrs. Helen Jefferson, Indianapolis 


Miss Millie D. Hoffman, 913 N. 15th Street, 
Lafayette 


Mrs. Edna Isom, 1610 Van Trees Street, 
Washington 


*Deceased. 


OFFICERS OF FEDERATION 


President — Mrs. Celeatha B. Johnson, 2332 
Washington St., Gary 

Vice President — Mrs. Juanita Brown, 3906 Deal 
Street, East Chicago 

Second Vice President — Mrs. Blanche Cross, 
759 West 26th St., Indianapolis 

Recording Secretary — Mrs. Helen Paul, 1038 
Georgiana St., South Bend 

Assistant Secretary — Mrs. Geraldine Cker, 
1726 Elmer St., South Bend 

Financial Secretary — Mrs. Fannye J. Benford, 
21382 Massachusetts St., Gary 

Treasurer — Mrs. Lottie J. Stith, 3233 Boulevard 
Place, Indianapolis 

Auditor — Mrs. Louise Newman, 3710 Guthrie 
st., East Chicago 

Chaplain — Mrs. Leola E. Comer, 1515 Grant 
St., Gary 

Statistician — Mrs. Mabel Goens, 1317 East 
6th Street, Muncie 


Parliamentarian — Mrs. Zerah P. Carter, 216 
S. Morton St.. Evansville 


Chairman of Executive Board — Mrs. Laura 
Passmore, 4930 Melville Ave., E. Chicago 


Secretary Executive Board — Mrs. Daisy I. 
Varnado, 2469 Adams St., Gary 

Organizer — Mrs. Mabel W. Strum, 824 Eliza 
Street, Ft. Wayne 

Historian — Mrs. Mary Alice Gordon, 515 N. 
12th St., Vincennes 

State Supervisor N. A.C.G. — Mrs. Gertrude 
Williams, 3915 Melville Ave., East Chicago 

Chairman of House Committee — Mrs. Fannie 
Bartlett. 957 W. 27th St., Indianapolis 

Scholarship Chairman — Miss Elma Alsup, 
541 Breckenridge, Fort Wayne 

North Star District — Mrs. Mary J. Hatfield, 
2632 Madison, Gary 

Central District — Mrs. Mamie Gibson, Indian- 
apolis 

Eastern District — Mrs. Adonia Scates, Muncie 


Southern District — Miss Wanda Dampier, 
Evansville 


TRUSTEES 


Chairman — Mrs. Mary Lindsay, 3524 Grace- 
land Ave., Indianapolis 


Co-Chairman — Mrs. Julia Jefferson, 2120 
Boulevard Place, Indianapolis 


Secretary — Mrs. Clara Phillips, 2257 N. Ken- 
wood Ave., Indianapolis 


Mrs. Lula Bean, Indianapolis 

Mrs. Inez Benson, Richmond 

Mrs. Doreatha Breeding, Indianapolis 
Mrs. Hallie Hayes, Gary 

Mrs. Laura Owens, Indianapolis 
Mrs. Nannie Waddy, West Baden 


STATE DISTRICT PRESIDENTS 


North Star District — Mrs. Geraldine Coker, Eastern District — Mrs. Mildred Isom, 2164 
1726 Elmer Street, South Bend Virginia Ave., Connersville 


ae aries — Mrs. Roberta Clay, 1702 Southern District — Mrs. Edith Shauntee, 1200 
artfor t., Lafayette N. Madison St., Bloomington 
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